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1:48
Opening: Chanukah Medley begins to play with voice over:

VO: Ladies & Gentlemen, please welcome to the stage, “The King of Broadway”, ELLI!

Music starts, “Chanukah Medley”,
“Feel Free to clap and sing along!”
Elli sings: 5:32
Hello, and thank you very much for coming to celebrate with us tonite!
For those of you who DON’T know - all 3 of you - I am ELLI!

And you may also be wondering what tonight is. Well, tonite is the 2nd night of Chanukah, and of course that means we need to light the Menorah.

Chanukah like most Jewish holidays can be explained as, 
“They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat!!!!” 
Actually it represents the victory of a small band of Jews called the Maccabees over the Hellenistic Greek Army, and the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem. Called in Hebrew, Chanukas HaBayis – hence the name Chanukah!
When the Jews got back into the Temple they only found enough Pure oil to light the Candelabra, the Menorah, for one day.  So even though it would take eight days to make new oil, they lit it anyway, and to their surprise, the Jar holding the oil never emptied and the High Priest was able to light the Menorah for EACH of the 8 days it took to make new oil, so, we celebrate likewise, by lighting a flame and adding one each night.

But before that, let me bring to the stage, my very talented accompanists, Mr. C.J. Glass on the Guitar and Mr. Michael Edelstein on Piano!
Elli Sings Blessings as he lights
2:35

Elli Sings Haneiros Halalu

7:00

There, now it’s official…. HAPPY CHANUKAH!

So let’s get Happy…

Last year I attended a dear friends Birthday party at the Duplex where I met my first guest of the evening. Well, SHE isn’t a lady of the evening in THAT sense, but Poppi Kramer can be found anywhere a living breathing human being will listen. She has been spreading her seeds of hilarity all over the country after finding out that an MFA in acting can only wield a bartending job. You can see her every Tuesday at "Plugged! With Poppi Kramer" at Posh in Manhattan.  And at "Suddenly Stand-Up" every Wednesday at The Duplex. Both shows feature Poppi as the creator, MC, producer, and booker. 
You can also find Poppi in the indie feature "Dummy" starring Adrien Brody and in the Upcoming feature, "Slippery Slope." And this winter on "The Gastineau Girls Season 2" on E! Ladies and gentlemen, let’s hear it loud for the one, the ONLY POPPI KRAMER!
Elli: WOW… once more, POPPI KRAMER!!!! Thank you baby!!!
Ok. this just in from OUR home office, or as we say Di Alter Heim

Top 10 Reasons to Like Chanukah

10. You can actually USE your fireplace when it’s cold
9. Fun waxy buildup on the menorah
8. Naked spin-the-dreidel games
7. Betting Chanukah gelt (the chocolate coins) on candle races

6. If someone screws up on their gift, there are seven more days to correct it
5. Never a silent night when you're among your Jewish loved ones
4. No Irving Berlin songs
3. No awkward explanations of virgin birth

2. Cheer optional
1. No roof damage from reindeer
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Ok, so let’s get serious for a minute…
I would like to sing a soon to be VERY popular Chanukah tune culled from years of personal experience.

The Eight Nights of Chanukah


On the first night of Chanukah, 

my Jewish mother said,

"You'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the second night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the third night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the fourth night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Taste my sugar cookies,

here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the fifth night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"YOU'RE GETTING FAT!

taste my sugar cookies,

here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the sixth night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Don't you like the doughnuts?

YOU'RE GETTING FAT!

taste my sugar cookies,

here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the seventh night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Take another brownie,

"Don't you like the doughnuts?

YOU'RE GETTING FAT!

taste my sugar cookies,

here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

On the eighth night of Chanukah, 

my mother said to me,

"Try my home-made strudel,

"Take another brownie,

"Don't you like the doughnuts?

YOU'RE GETTING FAT!

taste my sugar cookies,

here's your chocolate dreidel,

have a few more latkes, 

but you'd better lose some weight or you'll drop dead."

Thank you very much!

A few years ago, I was singing in the Village at Maries’ Crisis a lovely Piano Bar where you can find some very talented people – like my next guest – just sitting around the Piano singing their extremely talented souls out. Since then I have had the pleasure of hearing him belt out some of the best notes I have ever heard. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the very handsome and very talented Jason Cook!

Jason sings:


5:00
Amazing! Didn’t I tell you? Thanks Jason!!!

Ok, this just in from Di Alter Heim:

The top 10 movie rentals for Chanukah vacation were:    

10)   Three Men And A Bubbie

 9)   A Few Good Mentches

 8)   The Cohenheads

 7)   The Rocky Hora Picture Show

 6)   Shalom Alone

 5)   A Gefilte Fish Called Wanda
 4)   Goyz `N The Hood
 3)   The Wizard Of Oys

 2)   Prelude To A Bris

 1)   Who Framed Roger Rabbi?  
Chanukah is celebrated all over the world much the same way as it is here, but in many different languages. In the Middle East it’s in Hebrew, Eastern Europe it’s in Yiddish, and in the Sephardic, or Spanish countries it’s in Ladino. Ladino is a Romance language, derived mainly from Old Castilian (Spanish) and Hebrew spoken by the exiles of Spain beginning in 1492 and still spoken by some Sephardic Jews today. I would like to sing one of my favorite Chanukah songs, in Ladino…. C.J.?
Elli sings: Ocho Kandelikas

3:44

And now, switching from Ladino to Yinglish - that’s a combination of English with some Yiddish sprinkled in – So boy’s how about a little Chanukah JAZZ? Michael? C.J.?

Elli sings: T’was the Night Before Chanukah!
2:30
'Twas the night before Chanukah and all over the place

There was noise, there was kvetching - Oy, Such a disgrace!

The Kinderlach, sleeping, uneasily felt

The chocolate rush from the Chanukah gelt

And me in the easyboy, so stuffed with latkes,

I stretched the elastic which held up my gatkes.

When up on the roof (and it has a steep pitch)

A fat alter kaker was making a kvitsch.

I jumped up real quick and I ran to the door,

Was it a bandeet, or only a schnorrer?

He wasn't alone; he had mit eight ferdelach,

And called them by name as he gave a gebrach:

"Oy Moishe, Oy Yankel, Oy Itzik, Oy Sam,

Oy Mendel, Oy Shmendrik, Oy Feivul, Oy Ham;

My kidneys are aching; but do you give a damn?"

He had a white beard and payyes to boot,

And to keep out the cold, he had such a nice suit!

A second from Macy's I could tell at a glance,

But the coat was okay, and so were the pants.

He was triple XL, a real groisse goof,

So I yelled out, "Meshuggener! Get off from mein roof!"

He jumped down and said as he shook hands with me,

"Shmuel Klaus is the name - You have maybe some tea?"

So I gave him a gleisel, while he shook his white mop,

Kvetching "Always the same thing, They drey me a kopp!"

From New York to Paris, L.A. to Dubrovnik,

Every shmo in the world hoks me a cheinik!

They're screaming for presents, not challah with schmaltz,

And from Brooklyn alone, the back pain, gevalt!"

Michael Play a little Solo

C.J. Play a little Solo

So we sat and we yenta'd, and spun the old dreidelach,

(He took all of my money and two of my k'neidlach)
He sighed, "Business is good, and a living I make,

But I'm getting too old for this Chanukah fake;

And the cell phone, you see how it constantly rings?

For two cents I'd quit and I'd move to Palm Springs?"

And he gave a geshrei as he fled mit a lacht,

"Gut Yontiff to All, Oy Vey, Such a Nacht!"
Hey, let’s hear it for Michael and C.J. THE DREY-DELS    Aren’t they awesome?

Bring SHABSE on

Sings 2 songs
Elli sings: “The Night Before Chanukah”ALL SING: HAPPY BIRTHDAY CAROLE
Elli sings: My Yidishe Mame
Bring everyone up to sing: “Light One Candle”
Group sing: 

“I have a little Dreidel while thanking Crew, Musicians, Sydney, DTM Staff

Lights OUT!

****************************************************************

Encore:

Chanukah in S. Monica
****************************************************************
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